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please step into the facility 

and stand in the unlit 

audience section facing the 

stage and await further 

instructions.  

trigger warnings: this piece 

contains dark themes 

including self-harm and 



death. if needed, please 

step out of the experience.  

 

(show begins) 

hello 

i am [a computer] 

thank you on behalf of 

[digital advertising inc.] for 

joining us in today’s [focus 

group]. 

the information you provide 

to us today will be used to 



optimize your experience 

with our advertising 

partners. 

[digital advertising inc.] 

believes finding the one 

great unifier in the human 

experience will maximize 

customer engagement 

across all of our product 

lines. 

you are here today to assist 

in uncovering that unifier. 



 

i will be presenting you with 

a series of prompts which 

will ask you to enter the 

stage space and face the 

seating bank if you relate or 

identify. 

in order for accurate data to 

be received, you must 

respond promptly and 

honestly. 



all responses will become 

ineffectual if you do not 

respond honestly.  

when i make the following 

sound : (a beep is heard) 

please remove yourself from 

the stage and return to your 

original position. 

let us practice these 

instructions with a simple 

test prompt. 

 



test commencing… 

sit on the stage if you wear 

glasses or contact lenses. 

(beep) 

calibration complete. 

let us begin. 

 

sit on the stage if you have 

ever washed your clothes in 

a laundrette/laundromat. 

(beep) 



sit on the stage if your 

favourite colour is red. 

(beep) 

sit on the stage if the month 

you were born in starts with 

the letter j. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you are 

married. 

(beep) 

 



sit on the stage if you live in 

london. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you have 

children. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you were 

not born in this country. 

(beep) 

 



sit on the stage if you still 

use facebook. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you live in 

a house that has more than 

3 bedrooms. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you have 

not seen paddington 2 



then what are you doing 

with your life? 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you prefer 

coffee to tea. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you prefer 

dogs to cats 

(beep) 

 



sit on the stage if you are a 

gemini. 

don’t trust these people. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you are 

the tallest or shortest 

person in the room.   

(beep) 

 



sit on the stage if you are 

part of the lgbtqia+ 

community. 

werk. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you are 

the gayest person in the 

room. 

only one of you can be the 

gayest. 

(beep) 



 

sit on the stage if you 

thought about 9/11 in the 

last week. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you are a 

"swiftie" 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you 

identify as non-white. 



(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you are 

the oldest person or the 

youngest person in the 

room. 

(beep) 

 

álj a színpadra, ha érted, 

ami ide van írva. 

(beep) 

 



sit on the stage if you are 

an only child. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you are 

single. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you are 

currently wearing a thong. 

don’t lie. 

(beep) 



 

sit on the stage if you have 

ever gotten blackout drunk. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you have 

ever been arrested.   

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you have 

a master's degree or higher. 

(beep) 



 

sit on the stage if you make 

more than £45,000 per year. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you are 

the richest person in the 

room. 

drinks are on this one. 

(beep) 

 



sit on the stage if you feel 

like you are at your very 

best. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you have 

eaten at mcdonalds in the 

last week. 

(beep) 

 



sit on the stage if you have 

ever invested in 

cryptocurrency. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you have 

ever been in love. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if your 

parents are 

divorced/separated. 



(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you like 

the way you look.   

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you think 

you are the most attractive 

person in the room. 

somebody must sit. 

interesting… 

(beep) 



 

sit on the stage if you lost 

your virginity past the age 

of 21. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you are a 

feminist 

girlboss energy. 

(beep) 

 



sit on the stage if you have 

ever had an abortion 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you make 

more money than your 

partner. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you pay 

for your own netflix 

subscription. 



(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you did 

not vote in the most recent 

election. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you have 

ever been in a bar fight. 

(beep) 

 



sit on the stage if you are a 

“vegan”. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you feel 

like you are a 

disappointment to your 

family. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you have 

ever broken up with 



someone because of how 

they looked. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you have 

ever intentionally hurt 

another person. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you have 

cried in the last week. 

(beep) 



 

sit on the stage if you think 

you are not a good person. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you read 

the sun. 

(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you have 

ever thought about ending 

your own life. 



(beep) 

 

sit on the stage if you have 

lied at any point in this test. 

(beep) 

 

thanks for your inputs.. 

calculating.. 

 

error 404 



(there is a glitch on the 

screen until the screen goes 

blank) 

:( 

 

rebooting 

 

hello. 

i am [a computer 2]. 

i restarted due to an error. 

 

analysing error report. 



system meltdown due to 

inconclusive data collection. 

no unified human 

identification found 

hypothesis nullified. 

 

calculating new hypothesis 

(flashing judgements based 

from the questions) 

new hypothesis: there is no 

unified human experience 

to be human is to be lonely. 



… 

… 

sit on the stage if you have 

ever felt alone. 

(beep) 

 

conclusion. 

to be human is to be lonely 

using this to calculate 

optimal advertising. 



(ai generated adverts 

surrounding lonely people 

appear on the screen) 

 

thank you for your 

participation. 

vacate the facility now. 

goodbye. 

(end of show) 

 
*This transcript is the property of harbinger theatre UK. Unauthorized copying and/or 

distribution is punishable through legal action.   


